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The Trail to Redemption 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The theme of redemption is central to the story, as it portrays 

Luke's desire to change, make amends, and seek forgiveness for 

his past outlaw life. His actions and decisions throughout the 

narrative reflect his journey toward redemption. 

2. Mrs. Turner and Lily represent the nurturing and supportive 

environment that Luke needed to transform and seek 

redemption. They offer him shelter, work, and a chance at a 

fresh start, becoming like a family to him. 

3. Justice and confronting one's past are crucial elements in Luke's 

decision to protect the injured traveler and face Blackhawk's 

gang. By doing so, he ensures that justice prevails, and he 

confronts his own past actions, ultimately leading to his 

redemption. 

4. Luke's future with the Turners is one of continued growth and 

transformation. He has earned the trust of the community and 

found a place where he can live an honest life. His redemption 

will likely have a positive impact on the American West by setting 

an example for others seeking a better path. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


