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Reggie White: The Minister of Defense 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Reggie White is considered one of the greatest defensive players 

in NFL history because of his dominant play on the field, which 

included multiple Pro Bowl selections and NFL Defensive Player 

of the Year honors. He also held the record for the most sacks in 

NFL history at the time of his retirement, showcasing his ability to 

disrupt opposing offenses consistently. 

2. Reggie White's deep Christian faith was a fundamental part of 

his life and career. His nickname, the "Minister of Defense," 

reflected his commitment to his faith and his role as a positive 

influence both on and off the field. White used his platform to 

share his faith and inspire others, making a lasting impact on the 

football community. 

3. Reggie White's philanthropic efforts, including the Reggie White 

Foundation, reflected his commitment to making a positive 

impact in his community. The foundation supported charitable 

causes related to education and youth development, aligning 

with White's values of giving back and helping others succeed. 

4. Reggie White's retirement from professional football in 2000 

marked the end of an era in the sport. His impact on the field as 

one of the greatest defensive players, combined with his 

humanitarian endeavors, left a legacy that continues to inspire 

both sports enthusiasts and those seeking to make a positive 

difference in their communities. 


