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Goals and Ideals of the Revolutionary
Government During the Reign of Terror

During the Reign of Terror, which occurred in the midst
of the French Revolution from 1793 to 1794, the
revolutionary government in France pursued a set of

goals and ideals aimed at consolidating its power and

promoting the principles of the revolution. In this
passage, we will explore the key objectives and ideals that drove the government

during this tumultuous period.
The Reign of Terror: A Period of Radical Change

The Reign of Terror was marked by radical political and social upheaval. The
government, led by the Committee of Public Safety and Maximilien Robespierre,

aimed to achieve several primary goals:
1. Defending the Revolution

The government saw itself as the guardian of the revolutionary principles of liberty,
equality, and fraternity. It believed that the survival of the revolution was at stake,
and it needed to defend it against internal and external threats. The revolutionary
leaders were particularly concerned about counter-revolutionaries, foreign

invaders, and those they considered enemies of the revolution.
2. Suppressing Counter-Revolutionary Forces

One of the central objectives of the revolutionary government was to suppress
counter-revolutionary activities and eliminate opposition. The Committee of
Public Safety, through the use of revolutionary tribunals, sought to identify and
punish individuals deemed to be enemies of the republic. Thousands of people,
including nobles, clergy, and political opponents, were arrested and executed

during this period.
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3. Promoting Republican Virtue

The government aimed to instill a sense of republican virtue and civic responsibility
among the French citizens. It encouraged patriotic displays and promoted the
idea that the interests of the republic were above personal interests. The
government also introduced the Cult of the Supreme Being as a state-sponsored

religion to replace traditional Catholicism.
4. Economic and Social Reforms

The revolutionary government sought to address economic and social issues that
had plagued France for years. It implemented measures such as price controls on
essential goods to combat inflation and alleviate the suffering of the common
people. Additionally, efforts were made to redistribute land confiscated from

nobles and the Church to peasants.
5. Promoting Equality

Equality was a core principle of the revolution, and the government aimed to
promote it through various means. Titles of nobility were abolished, and the
revolutionaries sought to eliminate privileges associated with birth and social
status. The government also introduced measures to ensure that wealth and

property were distributed more equitably.
6. Securing National Unity

The government worked to create a sense of national unity and patriotism among
the diverse regions of France. It promoted the use of the French language,

standardized laws, and attempted to eliminate regional differences.
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