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Do Leopards Form Relationships with Other Species?
L4, BB A

L Bl Leopards are mostly solitary animals that

prefer to live and hunt alone. However,
they do interact with other species in their
ecosystem. These relationships can
include different types of interactions such
as mutualism, parasitism, and

)« COmmensalism.

. . = 3% Mutualism occurs when both species

benefit from their relationship. While leopards do not commonly engage in
mutualism, some scavengers like vultures can benefit from leopards' Kills.
The leopards leave scraps behind after feeding, which provides food for

vultures without harming the leopard.

Parasitism is a relationship where one species benefits while the other is
harmed. Leopards can suffer from parasites like ticks and fleas. These
parasites feed on the leopard’s blood, causing discomfort and potential

health problems, while the parasites gain nourishment.

Commensalism is when one species benefits, but the other is neither helped
nor harmed. An example of this in leopards involves small animals like
jackals that may follow a leopard at a safe distance. If the leopard leaves

behind food after a hunt, the jackal benefits without affecting the leopard.

Although leopards do not rely heavily on relationships with other species,
their interactions help maintain the balance of their ecosystems. By hunting
prey, they control animal populations, and their leftovers provide food for
scavengers. Understanding these relationships helps us appreciate how

every species plays a role in nature.
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