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Rembrandt: The Master of Baroque Art 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Rembrandt's use of light and shadow, known as chiaroscuro, is 
characterized by its dramatic and emotional effect. He often used strong 
contrasts between light and dark to create depth and highlight certain 
elements in his paintings. In contrast, an artist like Leonardo da Vinci from 
the Renaissance period used a technique called sfumato, which involved 
subtle transitions between light and shadow to create a softer and more 
realistic look. While Rembrandt's approach creates a sense of drama and 
emotion, da Vinci's technique aims for a smoother and more natural 
appearance. 

2. Rembrandt's upbringing in a modest family may have influenced his early 
passion for art in several ways. Growing up in a family with limited 
resources, he may have developed a strong appreciation for the visual 
world around him, as art provided an avenue for self-expression and 
creativity. Additionally, his family's financial situation might have 
motivated him to pursue a career in art, as it offered the potential for 
success and financial stability. This early exposure to art and the desire to 
improve his family's circumstances could have played a role in 
Rembrandt's decision to pursue painting. 

3. One of Rembrandt's famous paintings is "The Anatomy Lesson of Dr. 
Nicolaes Tulp." This painting conveys a sense of scientific curiosity and the 
advancement of knowledge during Rembrandt's time. It depicts Dr. Tulp, 
a prominent Amsterdam physician, demonstrating a dissection to a group 
of colleagues. The painting captures the serious and intellectual nature of 
the event, with each individual in the scene focused on their task. The 
emotion conveyed is one of learning, exploration, and the pursuit of 
medical knowledge, reflecting the spirit of the time when science and 
discovery were highly valued. 

4. Self-portraits are significant in understanding an artist's life and work 
because they provide a unique window into the artist's inner thoughts, 
emotions, and personal experiences. When an artist paints themselves, 
they are not only capturing their physical appearance but also their state 
of mind and self-perception at a particular moment in time. These self-
portraits can reveal the artist's evolving style, changing emotions, and 
even the impact of life events on their work. They offer a personal 
connection between the artist and the viewer, allowing us to glimpse the 
artist's humanity and creative journey, making self-portraits a valuable 
resource for art historians and enthusiasts alike. 


