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Awakening the Renaissance: A Cultural Rebirth 
Short Answer Key 

1. The Renaissance departed from the medieval world by 
embracing new ideas, challenging traditional beliefs, 
celebrating human potential, and valuing individualism and 
creativity. 

2. Filippo Brunelleschi's engineering feat, the Florence Cathedral's 
dome, contributed to the Renaissance spirit by showcasing 
human ingenuity and problem-solving skills. Its completion 
inspired people to believe in their ability to overcome challenges 
and achieve great feats. 

3. Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, and Raphael were famous 
Renaissance artists. For example, Leonardo da Vinci is known for 
his masterpiece "Mona Lisa," which demonstrates his mastery of 
portrait painting and use of sfumato. Michelangelo's sculpture 
"David" is a renowned work that showcases his skill in carving 
marble. Raphael's "School of Athens" fresco exemplifies his use of 
perspective and classical themes in his paintings. 

4. The printing press played a crucial role in spreading Renaissance 
ideas and knowledge by making books and information more 
accessible to a broader audience. It facilitated the 
dissemination of classical texts, scientific discoveries, and artistic 
innovations, contributing to the intellectual and cultural 
flourishing of the Renaissance. 

5. Humanism, as a guiding principle of the Renaissance, 
emphasized the value of human potential and the importance 
of classical learning, fostering a spirit of creativity, individualism, 
and intellectual exploration that profoundly transformed art, 
science, and society. 

 

 


