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Representation and Voting in Congress: The Articles of Confederation 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Answers may vary but could include arguments about the need 

for equal representation to prevent larger states from 

dominating smaller ones and the importance of fairness in 

decision-making. 

2. The requirement for unanimous agreement hindered the 

effectiveness of the central government under the Articles of 

Confederation by making it difficult to pass important legislation 

and respond swiftly to national crises. 

3. Answers will vary, but proposed changes might include a system 

of representation based on population, a two-thirds majority 

vote requirement for amendments, or the establishment of a 

stronger executive branch. 

4. The issues of representation and voting in Congress played a 

significant role in the decision to replace the Articles of 

Confederation with the United States Constitution, as they 

highlighted the weaknesses of the existing government and the 

need for a more effective and flexible system of governance. 


