How Does a Panda Reproduce?

Pandas have fascinating reproductive
behaviors that are important for their
survival. Pandas reach maturity and are
|4 ready to reproduce between the ages

of 4 and 6 years. Mating season usually
3 happens in the spring, from March to
# May. During this time, male pandas
compete to win the attention of a
female. Males will often call out or fight
each other to show their strength.

Once a male and female panda mate, the female prepares for the arrival
of her cub. Pandas have a very short mating season, so timing is crucial.
The gestation period, or the time it takes for the baby to grow inside the
mother, can last about 95 to 160 days. This variation happens because
pandas have delayed implantation, meaning the fertilized egg may wait
before it starts developing into a baby.

Pandas usually give birth to one or two cubs, but it is rare for both cubs to
survive in the wild. Panda cubs are born tiny and helpless, weighing only
about 3 to 5 ounces—about the size of a stick of butter! At birth, they are
pink, hairless, and cannot see or hear. The mother panda takes care of her
cub by holding it close, keeping it warm, and feeding it milk.

Panda mothers are very protective and spend nearly all their time caring
for their young during the first few months. The cubs grow quickly and start
to develop black-and-white fur at around three weeks old. They open their
eyes after about six weeks and begin crawling. At six months, cubs start
eating bamboo, but they still drink their mother’s milk for up to a year. By
the time they are one to two years old, they are ready to leave their mother
and live on their own.

Pandas reproduce slowly, which makes it hard for their population to grow.
This is one reason why pandas are endangered. Conservation efforts help
by providing safe environments and even breeding programs to protect
these adorable animals and their young.
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