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Revenge Unleashed  
 
In Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë, Heathcliff's 
thirst for revenge shapes both his character and 
the novel's dramatic events. Heathcliff's early life 
at Wuthering Heights is filled with hardship. As an 
orphan adopted by Mr. Earnshaw, he 
experiences love and care, but this changes 
when Mr. Earnshaw dies. Hindley, Mr. Earnshaw's 
son, takes control of the household and treats 
Heathcliff cruelly, reducing him to a servant. 
These early injustices plant the seeds of bitterness in Heathcliff's heart. 
 
Heathcliff's pain grows when Catherine Earnshaw, the love of his life, decides to 
marry Edgar Linton, a wealthy and refined neighbor. Catherine loves Heathcliff 
deeply but admits that marrying him would hurt her social standing. This betrayal 
fuels Heathcliff's desire for revenge. He leaves Wuthering Heights and returns 
years later as a wealthy man, determined to take control of both Wuthering 
Heights and Thrushcross Grange, Edgar's estate. 
 
Heathcliff's schemes begin with Hindley. Taking advantage of Hindley's 
gambling problem, Heathcliff lends him money but secretly plans to take over 
Wuthering Heights. He also marries Isabella Linton, Edgar's sister, not out of love 
but as a way to hurt Edgar and Catherine. Heathcliff's actions cause pain to 
everyone around him, but they also show how deeply he has been scarred by 
his past. 
 
Despite his cruelty, Heathcliff's revenge is not entirely satisfying. The hatred he 
feels consumes him, and he becomes increasingly isolated. In the end, 
Heathcliff's desire for revenge begins to fade, especially as he sees the younger 
generation-Cathy and Hareton-begin to break the cycle of hatred. Their 
budding love offers hope for a better future, one free from the bitterness that 
defined Heathcliff's life. 
 
Through Heathcliff's character, Brontë explores the destructive power of 
revenge. His quest for vengeance drives the plot, affecting every character in 
the story. However, it also shows the emptiness of a life consumed by hatred, 
reminding readers of the importance of forgiveness and healing. 
 

 


