Name

The American Revolution was a hard-
fought battle for independence from
Britain. The war lasted eight years, and the
colonists faced many struggles. They
wanted freedom but also needed a strong
government to keep the new nation
together. After the war, people disagreed
on what that government should look like.
 These debates led to two groups: the
Federalists and the Anti-Federalists.

How the Revolution Shaped Federalists

The Federalists believed that a strong
national government was needed to
protect the country and keep it united.
Their experiences during the war
convinced them that without a strong government, the country would fall apart.

e Lack of Organization: The colonies had trouble working together during the war.
Some states sent more soldiers and money than others.

o Weak Leadership: Under the Articles of Confederation, there was no national
leader to make big decisions.

e Economic Problems: The war left the U.S. in debt, but the government could not
collect taxes to pay it off.

Federalists like Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and James Madison wanted a powerful
central government to fix these problems.

How the Revolution Shaped Anti-Federalists

The Anti-Federalists believed that a strong government might become too powerful and
take away freedom, just like Britain did. They wanted to protect the rights of the people
and give more power to the states.

e Fear of Tyranny: The colonists had fought against a king who had too much power.

e Protecting Freedom: Anti-Federalists wanted a Bill of Rights to make sure people’s
freedoms were safe.

o Trustin Local Government: They believed states knew their people best and should
make their own laws.

Anti-Federalists like Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson warned that a strong government
could limit personal freedoms.

The Debate and the Compromise

The Federalists and Anti-Federalists debated for months. Finally, a compromise was
reached:

o The Constitution created a stronger national government.
o The Bill of Rights was added to protect individual freedoms.

This debate shaped the government we have today and continues to influence how
people view power and freedom.

© ReadingDuck.com




