
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Daily Habits and Behaviors of Rhinoceroses 
Rhinoceroses, or rhinos, are fascinating 
creatures with unique daily habits and 
behaviors. These large mammals are often 
described as calm and solitary animals, but 
their lives are full of interesting patterns. 

Rhinos are most active during the early 
morning and late afternoon, which makes 
them crepuscular animals. This means they 
prefer to move around and feed during 
twilight hours when it is cooler. During the 

hottest part of the day, rhinos often rest in the shade or wallow in mud. Mud 
baths are an important part of a rhino's routine because they help cool their 
bodies and protect their skin from sunburn and insect bites. 

Most rhinos prefer to live alone, especially the black rhino, which is highly 
territorial. A single rhino will claim an area as its own and will defend it from 
other rhinos, especially males. However, not all rhinos are loners. White 
rhinos are more social and sometimes live in small groups called "crashes." 
These groups are often made up of females and their young. 

Rhinos communicate with one another using a variety of sounds, smells, 
and body language. They grunt, growl, and make snorting noises to warn 
others or express how they feel. They also use scent marking to claim their 
territory or leave messages for other rhinos. This is done by spraying urine or 
defecating in specific areas. 

Rhinos also have strong bonds with their young. Mother rhinos are very 
protective and will stay with their calves for two to three years. During this 
time, the mother teaches her calf how to find food, avoid danger, and 
interact with other rhinos. 

Although rhinos are generally peaceful, they can become aggressive if 
they feel threatened. Their horns and large size make them powerful 
defenders. Understanding rhinos' habits and behaviors helps 
conservationists protect these amazing animals and ensure they have safe 
spaces to thrive. 


