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Threats and Dangers Faced by Rhinoceroses 
Rhinoceroses, or rhinos, are some of the most 
powerful animals in the wild, but they still face 
many dangers. These threats come from 
predators, environmental changes, and humans, 
as well as diseases and parasites. 

Rhinos are large and strong, which means they 
don’t have many natural predators. However, 
young rhino calves are more vulnerable. Lions, 

hyenas, and crocodiles may attack calves if they are not well-protected 
by their mothers. Adult rhinos rarely face threats from other animals 
because of their size and thick skin, which acts like armor. 

One of the biggest dangers rhinos face is from humans. Poaching is a major 
problem. Poachers hunt rhinos for their horns, which are made of keratin, 
the same material as human fingernails. Some people mistakenly believe 
that rhino horns have special healing powers, which drives the illegal 
demand for them. In addition to poaching, habitat loss is another serious 
issue. As humans build farms, cities, and roads, the areas where rhinos can 
live and find food shrink. 

Rhinos also face challenges from diseases and parasites. Parasites like ticks 
and flies can irritate their skin and cause infections. Rhinos deal with this by 
rolling in mud, which keeps their skin clean and repels insects. Diseases can 
also harm rhinos, especially when they are already stressed by habitat loss 
or lack of food. 

Environmental changes, such as droughts and floods, also threaten rhinos. 
These changes can make it harder for rhinos to find water and food. 
Conservationists are working hard to protect rhinos from these threats. They 
create wildlife reserves where rhinos can live safely and ensure that 
poaching is strictly controlled. 

Despite these dangers, rhinos are resilient animals. By understanding their 
challenges and working to protect them, we can help ensure that these 
incredible creatures continue to roam the wild for generations to come. 
 


