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Do Rhinoceroses Form Relationships with Other Species? 
Rhinoceroses, or rhinos, are known for their 

large size and powerful horns, but they also 

interact with other species in unique ways. In 

the wild, rhinos form symbiotic relationships, 

which are connections between two different 

species that benefit one or both of them. These 

relationships can take the form of mutualism, 

parasitism, or commensalism. 

One of the most famous mutualistic relationships rhinos have is with oxpeckers, 

also known as "tick birds." These small birds perch on the backs of rhinos and eat 

ticks, flies, and other pests that live on the rhino’s skin. This is helpful for the rhino 

because it gets rid of irritating insects, and it benefits the oxpecker because it gets 

a free meal. Oxpeckers also warn rhinos about danger. If a predator or human 

approaches, the bird makes loud calls, alerting the rhino to possible threats. 

Rhinos also have relationships with certain parasitic species. For example, ticks 

and flies feed on the rhino’s blood, causing discomfort and sometimes spreading 

diseases. These parasites do not benefit the rhino and can even harm it. However, 

rhinos use behaviors like rolling in mud to protect themselves from parasites and 

reduce their impact. 

Commensalism is another type of relationship rhinos experience. Some animals, 

like birds or small mammals, use trails created by rhinos to move through thick 

vegetation more easily. In this case, the smaller animals benefit, but the rhino is 

neither helped nor harmed. 

Although rhinos are solitary animals, these interactions show how they are 

connected to other species in their ecosystems. Understanding these relationships 

helps scientists and conservationists protect rhinos and the animals that depend 

on them. 


