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Georgia Through the Ages: A Journey Through Its Rich History
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. European colonization had a profound impact on Georgia's Native
American tribes. It led to changes in their way of life, as they adapted to
new technologies and trade. However, it also resulted in conflicts and
forced removal, such as the Trall of Tears, which had devastating
consequences for these tribes.

2. The cotton industry in 19th-century Georgia was economically vital. Cotton
became known as "King Cotton" due to its dominance in the state's
economy. It led to the expansion of slavery, increased wealth for plantation
owners, and a focus on agriculture. The cotton gin, invented by Eli Whitney,
revolutionized cotton production and solidified its importance in the region.

3. Sherman's March to the Sea was a brutal campaign during the American
Civil War. It involved General William T. Sherman's forces marching through
Georgia, destroying infrastructure and resources to cripple the
Confederacy's ability to continue the war. This campaign had a significant
impact on Georgia, causing widespread destruction and furthering the
Confederacy's decline.

4. The Civil Rights Movement in Georgia was marked by protests, legal battles,
and the leadership of figures like Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Major events
included the Albany Movement, the March on Washington, and the
passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. These efforts led to the end of
segregation, the expansion of voting rights for African Americans, and a

lasting legacy of civil rights activism in the state.
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