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Roberta Bondar: Exploring New Frontiers 
Roberta Bondar is a remarkable astronaut whose life and 
work have left an enduring legacy in the field of space 
exploration. She made history as Canada's first woman in 
space and has continued to inspire generations with her 
dedication to science and the environment. Let's explore 
the extraordinary journey of this famous astronaut. 

Early Life and Education 
Roberta Bondar was born on December 4, 1945, in Sault 

Ste. Marie, Ontario, Canada. From a young age, she exhibited a deep curiosity about 
the natural world and a passion for learning. Bondar's childhood experiences, such as 
exploring the outdoors and gazing at the stars, laid the foundation for her future career 
as a scientist and astronaut. 

After completing her high school education, Bondar pursued her dream of becoming a 
scientist. She attended the University of Guelph, where she earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in zoology. Her love for biology and the environment would become a central 
theme in her work as an astronaut. 

Becoming an Astronaut 
Roberta Bondar's journey to becoming an astronaut was marked by perseverance and 
dedication. In 1983, she was selected as one of the first six Canadian astronauts by the 
Canadian Space Agency (CSA). This selection made her the first female astronaut in 
Canada's history. 

STS-42 Mission: Historic Spaceflight 
On January 22, 1992, Roberta Bondar made history by becoming the first Canadian 
woman in space. She flew aboard the Space Shuttle Discovery as part of the STS-42 
mission. During her mission, Bondar conducted various scientific experiments that focused 
on the effects of microgravity on the human body and the growth of plants. Her 
contributions to scientific research in space were significant and paved the way for future 
experiments on the International Space Station (ISS). 

Legacy and Impact 
Roberta Bondar's legacy extends beyond her historic spaceflight. She has continued to 
make valuable contributions to science and environmental conservation. After leaving 
the space program, Bondar pursued a career in medicine and became a neurologist, 
specializing in the study of neurological disorders. 

In addition to her medical career, Bondar has remained a strong advocate for 
environmental protection. She has authored several books and delivered numerous 
speeches on the importance of preserving Earth's ecosystems and biodiversity. Her work 
has earned her recognition as a champion for the environment and a symbol of the 
interconnectedness of life on our planet. 

 


