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Roberta Bondar: Exploring New Frontiers 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Roberta Bondar's role as the first Canadian woman in space holds 
significant historical importance as it shattered gender barriers in the field 
of space exploration. Her achievement paved the way for future 
generations of astronauts, particularly women, to enter the space program 
and contribute to the advancement of science. Bondar's journey 
symbolizes the progress made in promoting gender equality in STEM fields 
and demonstrates that determination and passion can break through 
societal constraints. 

2. Questions to ask Roberta Bondar about her experiences as an astronaut 
could include inquiries about her training, the challenges of space travel, 
and the impact of her STS-42 mission on her career. Regarding her work in 
environmental conservation and medicine, one might ask about her 
motivation, the projects she is most proud of, and her vision for the future of 
environmental sustainability and healthcare. 

3. Individuals like Roberta Bondar play a crucial role in advocating for the 
protection of the environment and the preservation of Earth's biodiversity. 
They use their platform to raise awareness about the urgent need for 
conservation efforts and inspire others to take action. Their commitment to 
science and advocacy helps address critical global issues, such as climate 
change and habitat loss, and underscores the importance of responsible 
stewardship of our planet. 

4. Roberta Bondar's success as an astronaut, scientist, and advocate can be 
attributed to her passion for learning, her dedication to her chosen fields, 
and her commitment to making a positive impact on society. Her early 
experiences exploring the natural world instilled in her a deep appreciation 
for the environment, which she carried into her career and advocacy work. 
Bondar's resilience, curiosity, and love for the natural world continue to 
inspire others to follow in her footsteps and make a difference in the world 
of science and conservation. 

 

 

 

 


