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The Diary of Anne Frank: Exploring the 
Roles of its Characters 
"The Diary of Anne Frank" is a poignant account 
of the experiences of Anne Frank and her 
family during World War II. Each character in 
this remarkable diary has a unique role and 
impact on the unfolding story. Let's delve into 
the roles of the key characters in Anne's diary. 

Anne Frank 

Anne is the protagonist and author of the diary. She is a young Jewish girl who 
writes about her daily life, thoughts, and feelings while in hiding. Anne's diary 
serves as a source of comfort and a means of self-expression during their 
confinement. Through her writing, Anne emerges as a vibrant, insightful, and 
optimistic young girl who dreams of becoming a writer. 

Margot Frank 

Margot is Anne's older sister and a fellow resident in the annex. She is portrayed 
as more reserved and mature than Anne. Margot's presence provides emotional 
support to Anne, and the two sisters share a close bond during their time in hiding. 

Otto Frank (Mr. Frank) 

Otto Frank is Anne and Margot's father and the head of the family. He is a calm 
and wise figure who provides guidance and stability to the annex residents. After 
the war, Otto is the one who survives and ultimately fulfills Anne's dream of 
becoming a writer by publishing her diary. 

Edith Frank (Mrs. Frank) 

Edith is Anne and Margot's mother. She has a strained relationship with Anne, 
which is a source of tension in the annex. Edith faces the challenges of 
confinement with courage but also struggles with the confined living conditions. 

Peter Van Daan (Peter) 

Peter is a teenage boy who shares the annex with the Franks. He initially comes 
across as shy and reserved but forms a close friendship with Anne. Their growing 
bond provides emotional support and companionship in the annex. 
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Auguste Van Pels (Mrs. Van Daan) 

Mrs. Van Daan is Peter's mother and another resident of the annex. She often 
clashes with Anne and has a difficult relationship with her husband. She is 
portrayed as a complex character dealing with the challenges of hiding. 

Hermann Van Pels (Mr. Van Daan) 

Mr. Van Daan is Peter's father and another inhabitant of the annex. He is often at 
odds with his wife, Mrs. Van Daan. His character adds to the dynamics within the 
annex. 

Fritz Pfeffer (Mr. Dussel) 

Mr. Dussel is a dentist who joins the residents in the annex later in their hiding. His 
arrival adds to the cramped living conditions and creates new challenges for the 
residents. 

Miep Gies and Jan Gies 

Miep and Jan Gies are non-Jewish Dutch citizens 
who work for Otto Frank's company and play a 
vital role in supporting the annex residents. They 
provide food, supplies, and news from the outside 
world, risking their lives to help those in hiding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


