
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

The Legend of King Arthur and the Knights of 
the Round Table 
The tale of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round 

Table is a timeless legend that has captured the 

imaginations of generations. It is a story of chivalry, 

honor, bravery, and the pursuit of justice. While the legend has been passed down 

through various versions and adaptations, its core elements remain constant. 

King Arthur, believed to have lived in the late 5th or early 6th century, is the central 

figure of the legend. According to the legend, Arthur was the rightful heir to the 

throne of England, but his birth was kept a secret. He was raised by Sir Ector and 

lived in obscurity until he pulled the sword Excalibur from a stone, a feat that 

proved his royal lineage. 

With Excalibur in hand, Arthur was crowned king and established his legendary 

Round Table, where his knights gathered to discuss matters of the realm. The 

Round Table symbolized equality among the knights, as there was no head of the 

table, signifying that all were equal in Arthur's eyes. 

One of the most famous knights of the Round Table was Sir Lancelot, known for 

his bravery and his love affair with Queen Guinevere, Arthur's wife. This illicit love 

triangle eventually led to the downfall of the kingdom. 

Another integral part of the legend is the quest for the Holy Grail, a sacred relic 

said to have been used by Jesus during the Last Supper. Knights like Sir Galahad 

and Sir Percival embarked on perilous journeys in search of the Holy Grail, with 

only the pure of heart being worthy of finding it. 

Despite the challenges and betrayals, Arthur and his knights upheld the principles 

of justice and honor. The legend of King Arthur continues to inspire stories, books, 

movies, and countless adaptations, reminding us of the enduring ideals of 

knighthood and the pursuit of noble values. 


