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Salvador Dalí: The Surrealist Dreamer 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Answers will vary based on individual reflections. Students may 
describe their initial thoughts as intrigued, captivated, or 
fascinated. They may interpret the melting clocks as 
representing the fluidity of time, the fleeting nature of moments, 
or the dreamlike quality of the scene. 

2. Salvador Dalí's meticulous attention to detail and precise 
rendering of objects contribute to the dreamlike quality of his art 
by creating a sense of hyper-realism within fantastical settings. 
For example, in "The Persistence of Memory," the melting clocks 
appear incredibly lifelike, even though their surreal context 
challenges reality. 

3. Salvador Dalí's collaboration with other Surrealist artists and his 
encounters with Sigmund Freud played a significant role in 
shaping his exploration of the subconscious and the irrational. 
These experiences exposed him to new ideas and perspectives 
that he incorporated into his art, allowing him to delve deeper 
into the realm of dreams and the unconscious. 

4. Salvador Dalí's ability to challenge conventional notions of reality 
through his art has influenced contemporary artists and popular 
culture. For example, filmmakers like David Lynch have drawn 
inspiration from Dalí's surreal imagery, and his influence can be 
seen in music videos, fashion, and advertising that incorporate 
dreamlike or irrational elements. Additionally, contemporary 
artists continue to explore the Surrealist style and themes in their 
work, keeping Dalí's legacy alive. 

 

 

 

 


