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Sam Cooke: The Voice of Soul 
Short Answer Key 

1. Sam Cooke's early exposure to music came from singing in 

church as his father was a minister. This upbringing heavily 

influenced his singing style and laid the foundation for his career 

in secular music. 

2. "A Change Is Gonna Come" is significant because it addresses 

racial inequality and expresses Sam Cooke's hope for a better 

future. It became an anthem for the civil rights movement, 

providing emotional support and motivation during the struggle 

for equality. 

3. Sam Cooke faced discrimination in the music industry, especially 

during the early stages of his career. He also struggled financially. 

However, his determination and talent helped him overcome 

these challenges. 

4. Sam Cooke's music influenced later artists by showcasing his 

smooth, velvety voice and socially conscious lyrics. One 

example of an artist inspired by him is Aretha Franklin, who 

incorporated Cooke's style and message into her own music. 

5. The tragic aspect of Sam Cooke's life is his untimely death at the 

age of 33. The circumstances surrounding his death remain a 

subject of debate and investigation, with some theories 

suggesting foul play. 

 

 


