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Friendship and Dreams: Scene 3 of 'Of Mice and Men' 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Candy's desire to be part of George and Lennie's dream stems 

from his loneliness and the fear of being cast aside when he's no 

longer useful on the ranch. His willingness to contribute his 

savings reflects his longing for a sense of purpose and the regret 

of not pursuing his dreams earlier in life. 

2. Slim serves as a voice of reason and wisdom in the bunkhouse. 

His respect among the workers highlights his ability to empathize 

with others and make rational decisions. Slim's character adds 

depth to the narrative by showing that even in a challenging 

environment, there are individuals who maintain their humanity 

and compassion. 

3. The characters' dreams represent the universal human desire for 

a better life, stability, and security. These dreams provide a sense 

of purpose and hope in an otherwise bleak reality, serving as a 

driving force for the characters' actions. 

4. The conversation in Scene 3 underscores the theme of hope by 

showcasing how the characters find solace and optimism in their 

shared dreams. These dreams serve as a source of motivation 

and resilience in the face of adversity, highlighting the power of 

hope to shape their lives. 

 

 

 


