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Challenges and Consequences: Scenes 4 and 5 of 'Of Mice and Men' 
Short Answer Key 

1. The conflict between Curley and the other ranch workers in 

Scene 4 arises from Curley's jealousy and insecurity. He believes 

that his wife is seeking attention from the workers, which leads to 

tension and foreshadows further conflicts. 

2. The tragic event in Scene 5 occurs when Lennie, in a moment of 

fear and confusion, accidentally kills Curley's wife. This event has 

far-reaching consequences, leading to Lennie's fate and the 

disruption of George and Lennie's dream. 

3. Loneliness and isolation are evident in Scenes 4 and 5 as 

characters seek companionship and understanding. Curley's 

wife's need for attention and Lennie's desire for friendship 

highlight these themes. 

4. Curley's wife is lonely and seeks companionship with the ranch 

workers, particularly Lennie. Her presence in the barn ultimately 

leads to the tragic event as she interacts with Lennie, unaware 

of the danger he poses. 

5. The events in Scenes 4 and 5 strain the relationships between the 

characters, leading to increased tension and distrust. George 

and Lennie's friendship is tested, and Curley's behavior creates 

further divisions among the ranch workers. 

 

 

 


