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Scoring in Badminton: Unraveling the Points System 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Rally scoring is used in badminton to keep the game fast-paced and competitive. 
It ensures that every rally is important and that players need to stay focused 
throughout the game. In rally scoring, points are awarded to the player or team 
that wins each rally, regardless of who serves. This means that players can score 
points while serving or receiving. It accelerates the pace of the game and 
prevents players from relying solely on their serving skills to score points. Rally 
scoring keeps the game exciting and requires players to consistently perform well. 

2. The interval or break when a player or team reaches 11 points in a badminton 
game serves several important purposes. Firstly, it allows players to rest and catch 
their breath, as badminton can be physically demanding. Players can hydrate 
and recuperate during this break. Secondly, it offers a strategic opportunity. 
Players can use this brief pause to discuss tactics, assess their opponent's 
weaknesses, and plan their approach for the remainder of the game. This interval 
can significantly impact the outcome of the game by allowing players to regroup, 
refocus, and make necessary adjustments to their gameplay. 

3. When leading 20-19 in a competitive badminton match, the following strategies 
can be employed to secure the game and avoid a tiebreaker: 

a) Maintain composure: Stay calm and composed, as nerves can affect your 
performance. 

b) Focus on serves: Place accurate serves to maximize your chances of 
winning the rally. 

c) Play strategically: Be selective with your shots and avoid risky plays. Aim for 
safe and precise shots. 

d) Keep the shuttlecock in play: Ensure the shuttlecock stays in play and forces 
your opponent to make mistakes. 

e) Vary your shots: Use a mix of smashes, clears, drops, and net shots to keep 
your opponent guessing. 

f) Pressure your opponent: Apply pressure by keeping the rally going and 
forcing your opponent to defend. 

g) Stay at the net: If you're playing doubles, maintaining a strong presence at 
the net can help you intercept shots and score crucial points. 

By executing these strategies, you increase your chances of winning the game 
and avoiding a tiebreaker. 

4. The scoring system in badminton encourages fairness and prevents players from 
relying solely on their serving skills by using "rally scoring." In rally scoring, a point is 
awarded to the player or team that wins each rally, regardless of who serves. This 
means that players can score points both while serving and receiving. It eliminates 
the advantage of serving multiple points in a row, which prevents players from 
relying solely on their serving skills to accumulate points. Rally scoring keeps the 
game competitive, as every rally is an opportunity to score. It also ensures that 
players need a well-rounded skill set, including strong defensive and offensive 
abilities, to win games. This scoring system promotes fairness, levels the playing 
field, and rewards overall performance rather than serving dominance. 


