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Where Does a Sea Turtle Live?

Sea turtles are remarkable creatures that
live in the oceans around the world. These
marine reptiles are perfectly adapted to
| life in the water, but they also rely on
| beaches for important parts of their life
.\ cycle.

@ Sea turtles spend most of their time in the
& ocean. They prefer warm, tropical, and
subtropical waters because these areas
24 provide the right temperatures for their
bodies. Sea turtles are often found swimming in shallow coastal waters,
seagrass beds, coral reefs, and open oceans. Each habitat offers something
they need to survive. For example, seagrass beds are a favorite feeding
ground for green sea turtles, while coral reefs provide food and protection for
hawksbill turtles.

Different species of sea turtles can be found in various parts of the world. For
example, the leatherback sea turtle is known for traveling thousands of miles
across the open ocean. It can be found in waters as cold as Alaska or as warm
as the tropics. Meanwhile, Kemp’s ridley turtles prefer the Gulf of Mexico and
are famous for nesting on the same beaches year after year. Green sea turtles
and hawksbill turtles are often found near coral reefs in the Pacific and Atlantic
Oceans.

Even though sea turtles live in the ocean, they depend on beaches for nesting.
Female sea turtles crawl onto sandy shores to lay their eggs, usually at night.
These beaches must be quiet, safe, and warm enough for the eggs to hatch.
After laying their eggs, the female turtles return to the sea, and the hatchlings
make their way to the water after they emerge from the sand.

Sadly, sea turtles face many threats in their habitats. Pollution, fishing nets, and
habitat destruction make it harder for sea turtles to survive. Conservation
efforts, such as protecting nesting beaches and reducing ocean pollution, are
essential to help these incredible animals.

Sea turtles live all over the world and rely on both the ocean and beaches to
survive. Protecting their habitats is crucial to ensuring their survival for
generations to come.
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