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Do Sea Turtles Form Relationships with Other Species? 
Sea turtles are fascinating creatures, 
and their relationships with other animals 
reveal how interconnected ocean 
ecosystems are. These relationships can 
take many forms, including mutualism, 
parasitism, and commensalism, and 
they help maintain balance in the 
marine environment. 

One example of mutualism is the 
relationship between sea turtles and 
cleaner fish, such as wrasse or remora 

fish. Cleaner fish eat algae, dead skin, and parasites from the shells and skin 
of sea turtles. This benefits the sea turtle by keeping it clean and healthy, 
while the fish get a reliable source of food. Both species gain something 
from this interaction, making it a great example of mutualism. 

Sea turtles also have commensal relationships with barnacles. Barnacles 
attach themselves to the turtle’s shell, using it as a home and a way to travel 
through the ocean. The barnacles do not harm the turtle, but they benefit 
from being carried to different feeding areas. In this case, the sea turtle isn’t 
helped or harmed, but the barnacles get a significant advantage. 

Parasitism, however, is a less positive relationship. Some parasites, like 
leeches or certain small worms, attach themselves to sea turtles and feed 
on their blood or tissues. This weakens the turtle and can make it sick. Unlike 
mutualism, parasitism benefits only one species while harming the other. 

Sea turtles also indirectly influence their ecosystems by interacting with 
plants and animals. For example, when they graze on seagrass, they keep 
the grass healthy, which helps other species that live there. By spreading 
nutrients from their unhatched eggs on beaches, they provide food for 
plants and animals in coastal environments. 

These relationships show that sea turtles are an essential part of ocean 
ecosystems. Protecting them doesn’t just save one species—it helps 
maintain the balance of life in the sea. 


