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The Mysterious Key and the Secret Garden 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Possible answer: The talking animals and creatures in the secret 

garden served as guides and mentors, helping Sophie and Ethan 

understand the magical world they had entered and imparting 

valuable lessons about dreams, desires, and the importance of 

nurturing one's imagination. 

2. Possible answer: Their experiences in Dreamlandia gave them 

the confidence to pursue their dreams and discover their true 

potential. Sophie's dream of becoming a renowned painter and 

Ethan's dream of becoming a world-famous explorer were 

strengthened, and they became more determined to achieve 

their goals. 

3. Possible answer: The rusted key symbolized the unlocking of 

forgotten dreams and wishes, representing the idea that dreams 

have the power to shape one's reality. It served as a metaphor 

for the importance of nurturing one's dreams and desires, as they 

can lead to incredible adventures and self-discovery. 

4. Possible answer: The secret garden and Dreamlandia allowed 

Sophie and Ethan to see the limitless possibilities of imagination 

and the importance of following their dreams. They developed 

a deeper appreciation for the beauty and wonder of the world 

around them, inspiring them to share their experiences and 

encourage others to pursue their passions. 

 


