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Unlocking the Secrets of the Nitrogen Cycle 
Short Answer Key 

1. Ammonia or nitrate 

2. Decomposer bacteria break down organic matter, releasing 

ammonia into the soil. 

3. Nitrates are absorbed through their roots. 

4. Agriculture or fertilizer use 

5. Anaerobic environments like waterlogged soils or sediments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


