Name

Short Answer Key

1.

Deposition is the process by which sediments settle and accumulate in a
particular area, often at the bottom of bodies of water like rivers, lakes, or
oceans. Over time, these deposited sediments become compacted and
cemented together, forming sedimentary rocks.

Clastic sedimentary rocks are formed from the accumulation and
compaction of broken fragments of other rocks. Examples include
sandstone and shale. Chemical/organic sedimentary rocks form from the
precipitation of minerals from water or the accumulation of organic
material. Examples include limestone (formed from calcium carbonate)
and coal (formed from plant remains).

Fossils are often found in sedimentary rocks because these rocks form in
environments where organisms lived and died. Fossils provide information
about the types of plants and animals that existed in the past, the
conditions of their habitats, and even the climate of that time.

Erosion, weathering, and deposition are processes that break down rocks,
transport sediments, and deposit them in new locations. These processes
create landforms like canyons, valleys, and river deltas, and they also
contribute to the formation of sedimentary rocks as sediments accumulate
and become compacted over time.

Sedimentary rocks hold a record of Earth's history, capturing information
about past environments, climate changes, and the evolution of life forms.
By studying sedimentary rocks, scientists can piece together the story of our
planet's past, helping us understand how it has evolved and changed over

time.

© ReadingDuck.com




