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General Renfro Kelly: A Life in Service 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Essential qualities for a successful military leader, based on 

General Kelly's story, include discipline, leadership, integrity, 

commitment, and the ability to make tough decisions. 

2. Military service is important for a nation because it helps protect 

its citizens, defend its interests, and maintain national security. It 

contributes to stability by providing a strong defense against 

external threats. 

3. General Kelly's experiences in combat and leadership roles likely 

taught him the importance of effective leadership, quick 

decision-making under pressure, and the gravity of the decisions 

that leaders must make in the military. 

4. General Kelly likely aims to convey the message that leadership, 

service, and integrity are enduring values that can positively 

impact both the military and society as a whole. He also 

emphasizes the importance of supporting and honoring 

veterans who have sacrificed for their nation. 

 

 


