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Survival on a Deserted Island: Analyzing the 
Setting of 'Lord of the Flies' 
In the classic novel "Lord of the Flies" by William Golding, the 
setting plays a crucial role in shaping the story's themes and 
events. The tale unfolds on a deserted tropical island in the 
midst of an unspecified war. This setting of sun-soaked beaches, 
dense forests, and hidden dangers serves as a microcosm of 
society and explores the complexities of human nature when 
removed from the comforts and constraints of civilization. 

Analysis of the Setting 
The uninhabited island where the story takes place is a paradise at first glance. With its 
sandy shores, lush vegetation, and vibrant wildlife, it seems like an ideal place for 
adventure and exploration. However, the island's beauty conceals the challenges and 
dangers that the boys will face. 

The island's isolation is a significant aspect of its setting. The boys are marooned far from 
the reach of adults and society. This isolation contributes to their initial sense of freedom 
and the belief that they can establish their own rules and civilization. As the story unfolds, 
the isolation becomes a source of fear and desperation as the boys struggle to survive 
and cope with their newfound responsibilities. 

The dense forest, with its tangle of vines and thick vegetation, becomes a symbol of the 
unknown and the boys' growing fear of the island. It is also the location of their encounters 
with the mysterious "beast" that haunts their dreams and nightmares. The forest, once a 
source of adventure, becomes a place of danger and darkness. 

The beach, where the boys initially gather and establish their camp, symbolizes their 
attempts to maintain order and create a sense of civilization. The conch shell, used to 
call assemblies and maintain order, is found on the beach. It represents authority and 
democracy, a contrast to the chaos that unfolds in the forest. 

The mountain at the center of the island is another critical setting. It is the location of the 
signal fire, which the boys hope will attract rescuers. As the fire's significance wanes, the 
mountain becomes a battleground between Ralph and Jack, representing the struggle 
for leadership and control. 

The weather and natural elements on the island also play a significant role. The scorching 
sun and relentless heat represent the boys' increasing desperation and the harsh reality 
of survival. The frequent tropical storms and changing tides add to the sense of danger 
and vulnerability. 

Overall, the setting of the deserted island in "Lord of the Flies" serves as a powerful 
backdrop for exploring the themes of civilization versus savagery, the loss of innocence, 
and the fragility of order. It illustrates how the environment can shape human behavior 
and reveal the complexities of human nature when stripped of the comforts and norms 
of society. 


