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Exploring the Setting of 'The Great Gatsby' 
Step into the captivating world of F. Scott Fitzgerald's "The 
Great Gatsby," where the setting plays a crucial role in 
shaping the story and its characters. From the glittering 
extravagance of Long Island's North Shore to the gritty 
streets of New York City, let's embark on a detailed analysis 
of the novel's setting. 

The Roaring Twenties: An Era of Change 

"The Great Gatsby" is set against the backdrop of the 1920s, a period often referred to as 
the Roaring Twenties. T his was a time of significant social and cultural change in America. 
The aftermath of World War I had brought newfound prosperity and excess, and people 
were eager to embrace the freedoms and opportunities of the era. 

East Egg and West Egg: A World Apart 

The novel is primarily set on Long Island, New York, with two fictional towns, East Egg and 
West Egg, serving as the primary settings. These towns represent the divide between old 
money and new money. East Egg is home to the Buchanan family and other established 
wealthy individuals, while West Egg is inhabited by the nouveau riche, including Jay 
Gatsby. 

Mansion and Mansions: Extravagant Residences 

One of the most iconic aspects of the setting is the grandeur of the mansions in East Egg 
and West Egg. Gatsby's mansion in West Egg, in particular, stands as a symbol of his 
success and his aspiration to be a part of the upper class. The opulence and excess of 
these residences are reflective of the materialism and decadence of the era. 

The Valley of Ashes: A Bleak Contrast 

Located between the Eggs and New York City, the Valley of Ashes serves as a stark 
contrast to the extravagance of Long Island. It is a desolate and industrial area, covered 
in gray dust and soot. This setting represents the moral decay and disillusionment lurking 
beneath the surface of the Jazz Age. 

New York City: The Epicenter of Excitement 

New York City, with its vibrant nightlife, is another important setting in the novel. It 
represents the excitement and allure of urban life during the 1920s. Characters often 
travel to the city to engage in parties, affairs, and other indulgences, reflecting the era's 
pursuit of pleasure. 

 

 


