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Survival on a Deserted Island: Analyzing the Setting of 'Lord of the Flies' 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The island's isolation isolates the boys from the norms and rules of 

society, allowing them to initially believe they can establish their 

own civilization. However, it also leads to fear and desperation 

as they realize the challenges of survival without adult guidance. 

2. The setting of the deserted island contributes to the theme of the 

loss of innocence by showing how the boys, once innocent 

children, are exposed to the harsh realities of survival and the 

darkness within themselves. 

3. The tropical storms and changing tides mirror the boys' 

experiences by representing the unpredictability and harshness 

of their situation. They also symbolize the chaos and instability 

that ensues on the island. 

4. The island's natural elements, such as the weather and terrain, 

serve as metaphors for the challenges and hardships the boys 

face as they struggle to survive. These elements highlight the 

harsh reality of their situation and the fragility of their attempts to 

maintain order. 


