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Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Verona symbolizes both the beauty and tragedy of love in
"Romeo and Juliet." It serves as the backdrop for the passionate
love between the two protagonists but also witnesses their tragic
deaths, highlighting the theme that love can be both uplifting
and destructive.

2. The feuding families' rivalry shapes the setting of Verona by
creating a hostile and divided environment. This rivalry influences
the characters' actions and decisions, ultimately leading to
tragedy in the story.

3. Social hierarchy in Verona is reflected in the characters'
interactions and decisions. The noble status of the Montagues
and Capulets influences their behavior, and the setting
reinforces the societal norms of the Renaissance period.

4. The historical time period of the Renaissance influences the
setting of "Romeo and Juliet" by affecting the characters'
language, clothing, and customs. It adds authenticity to the play

and immerses the audience in the culture of the time.
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