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Whispers from the Shadows 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The seventh-graders were drawn to explore the mysterious house 

in Willowbrook because they were curious about the stories and 

rumors surrounding it. They wanted to uncover the secrets 

hidden within and prove their bravery to their friends. 

2. The atmosphere inside the house was described as cold and 

eerie, with the heavy scent of decay and creaking floorboards. 

This added to the sense of horror in the story by creating a spooky 

and unsettling environment, making the readers feel the 

ominous presence of the house. 

3. The shadows in the house represent the mysteries and secrets 

that the house holds. They are significant to the story because 

they create a sense of foreboding and suggest that there are 

ancient tales of horror waiting to be uncovered, adding to the 

suspense and intrigue of the narrative. 

4. The small town of Willowbrook, nestled in the woods of 

Massachusetts, adds to the spooky atmosphere of the story by 

providing an isolated and eerie backdrop. The dense woods 

and the town's remoteness contribute to a sense of isolation and 

the unknown, making the setting an integral part of the horror 

narrative. 

 

 

 


