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The Dance of Shadows 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Throughout the story, Amelia's relationship with dance undergoes a 
transformation. At the beginning, she views dance as a means of self-
expression and recognition. She wants to stand out and become a 
celebrated dancer. However, as the story progresses, especially after 
receiving the Eclipsed Heart pendant, she begins to see dance as a 
connection to the supernatural and a source of isolation. By the end of the 
story, Amelia learns that dance is a powerful form of self-expression, but it 
should not come at the cost of her humanity. She realizes that true 
fulfillment in dance comes from embracing her own emotions and 
experiences. 

2. Amelia's wish with the Eclipsed Heart pendant brought her supernatural 
powers, but it also brought consequences. The consequences included 
feeling isolated from the human world, being haunted by shadows, and 
experiencing a disconnect from reality. These consequences had a 
profound impact on her life, making her feel like an outsider. In the end, 
Amelia learned that the consequences were not worth the initial wish, as 
they took away her connection to the world she loved. 

3. The Dance of Shadows serves as a metaphor for Amelia's personal journey. 
In the dance, she confronts her fears and desires, represented by the 
shadows. Her performance reflects her inner struggle to break free from the 
supernatural influence of the Eclipsed Heart pendant. As she merges with 
the shadows during the dance, she symbolically confronts the cost of her 
wish and the darkness within herself. Ultimately, the dance represents her 
growth, self-discovery, and the resolution to regain control of her life. 

4. Amelia's decision to shatter the Eclipsed Heart pendant signifies her 
determination to sever the supernatural connection that had consumed 
her life. It represents her choice to confront her fears and desires head-on, 
even if it means facing the unknown consequences. This act is a symbol of 
her bravery and her refusal to be controlled by the supernatural. It relates 
to the theme of confronting one's fears and desires because Amelia is 
willing to face the uncertain cost of her wish in order to regain her humanity 
and freedom. 

 

 


