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Exploring Shintoism: Japan's Ancient Spiritual Tradition 
Short Answer Key 

1. The main focus of Shintoism's reverence for kami is to show 

respect and gratitude to these spirits or deities found in various 

elements of nature. 

2. Shintoists practice purification by cleansing themselves through 

rituals like washing their hands and mouths to remove impurities 

before entering sacred spaces. 

3. One common ritual associated with Shintoism is visiting Shinto 

shrines, making offerings, and bowing in reverence to kami. 

4. Shintoism has integrated into modern Japanese culture through 

its continued practice alongside other religions, especially 

during important life events like weddings and New Year 

celebrations. It remains an important cultural and spiritual 

aspect of Japanese life. 

5. Shrine visits in Shintoism are significant as they allow individuals to 

pay their respects to kami, make offerings, and show reverence. 

It is a way to connect with the divine and seek blessings for 

various aspects of life. 


