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The Basketball Countdown: How the Shot Clock Keeps the Game 
Moving 
Short Answer Key 

1. The shot clock prevents teams from stalling by setting a limit on 

the time they have to attempt a shot. Without it, teams could 

hold the ball for extended periods, making the game less 

exciting. 

2. A shot clock violation occurs when an offensive team fails to 

attempt a shot before the shot clock expires. It is resolved by 

awarding possession of the ball to the opposing team. 

3. A team can reset the shot clock during an offensive possession 

by taking a shot that hits the rim but does not go in. This gives the 

team a new shot clock to work with. 

4. The shot clock accelerates the pace of a basketball game, as 

teams are forced to make quick decisions, pass efficiently, and 

look for scoring opportunities. It prevents teams from running 

down the clock and encourages a faster, more dynamic style of 

play. 

5. The shot clock is an important tool for coaches and players 

because it influences game strategy. Coaches plan offensive 

plays and defensive strategies based on the shot clock, while 

players must be aware of the time remaining to make effective 

decisions. 

 

 

 


