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Feathered Flight: The Shuttlecock and Badminton Strokes 
Short Answer Key 

1. A drop shot is a soft shot played close to the net, causing the 

shuttlecock to fall rapidly just over the net. In contrast, a smash is 

a powerful overhead strike that sends the shuttlecock 

downward into the opponent's court. 

2. A drive shot is used to play a fast, flat shot just over the net. It's 

typically employed to keep pressure on the opponent and 

prevent them from gaining the upper hand in the rally. 

3. The main purpose of a lob shot in badminton is to send the 

shuttlecock high and deep into the opponent's court. It's often 

used when a player is in a defensive position and wants to regain 

control of the rally. 

4. A shuttlecock has a rounded base with feathers extending from 

it, forming a cone shape. The feathers are typically made from 

goose or duck feathers, although synthetic materials are also 

used. It is incredibly lightweight and experiences significant air 

resistance during play. 

5. It is important to understand the differences between a 

shuttlecock and a regular ball in badminton because they have 

distinct characteristics that affect gameplay. Knowing these 

differences helps players adapt their skills and strategies 

accordingly. 

 

 


