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The Silk Road: Bridging East and West 
Short Answer Key 

1. The name "Silk Road" comes from one of its most sought-after 

commodities, silk, which was traded between the East and the 

West. 

2. The Silk Road facilitated the exchange of cultures and ideas 

through the interaction of diverse peoples, languages, and 

belief systems, leading to cultural enrichment and the spread of 

knowledge. 

3. Travelers along the Silk Road faced challenges such as 

navigating harsh terrain, hostile territories, threats from bandits, 

and extreme weather conditions. They overcame these 

challenges through resilience and the allure of wealth and 

discovery. 

4. The decline of the Silk Road was influenced by the rise of 

maritime trade routes, which provided safer and faster 

alternatives for trade. Additionally, the decline of the Mongol 

Empire disrupted the flow of goods and trade. 

5. The lasting legacy of the Silk Road includes the exchange of 

knowledge, art, and technology between East and West, as well 

as the interconnectedness of distant civilizations. 

 

 

 

 


