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The Philosophical Feud: Socrates vs. Plato 
Open-Ended Response Questions 

1. Discuss the contrasting philosophical approaches of Socrates and Plato, 
including their beliefs and methods of teaching. 

 

2. How did the rivalry between Socrates and Plato reflect the philosophical 
climate of ancient Athens during their time? 

 

3. Reflect on the transformation of Socrates and Plato's relationship from rivalry 
to partnership. What lessons can be learned from their evolving connection? 

 

4. Imagine you were a citizen of Athens watching the public debate between 
Socrates and Plato. How might their arguments have influenced your own 
thinking about philosophy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


