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What Role Does Solar Energy Play in Space Exploration? 
Short Answer Key 

1. They collect sunlight and turn it into electricity. 

2. Because fuel is heavy and hard to bring into space. 

3. Lights, computers, and life-support systems. 

4. Spirit and Opportunity. 

5. The panels won’t collect as much energy, so the rover may stop 

working. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


