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Unveiling the Invisible Enemy: Exploring the Sources of Air Pollution 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Reducing our reliance on fossil fuels can help combat air 

pollution by decreasing the emission of harmful gases such as 

carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxides, which are major 

contributors to pollution from transportation and industry. 

2. Individuals can reduce air pollution caused by residential 

heating and cooking by using energy-efficient appliances, 

properly maintaining heating systems, and avoiding burning 

trash or using unclean fuels for cooking. 

3. Methane is considered a potent greenhouse gas because it has 

a high heat-trapping potential, meaning it can absorb and 

retain heat in the atmosphere much more effectively than 

carbon dioxide, contributing to global warming and climate 

change. 

4. Air pollution can impact human health by causing respiratory 

problems such as asthma and bronchitis, cardiovascular 

diseases, and even premature death, especially among 

vulnerable populations such as children, the elderly, and 

individuals with pre-existing health conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


