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Discovering the Wonders of South America 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. South America's diverse landscapes have a significant influence on the 
region. The Amazon Rainforest, with its lush vegetation and tropical climate, 
supports a wide range of wildlife, including jaguars, toucans, and sloths. The 
Atacama Desert, on the other hand, is one of the world's driest places, 
influencing the cultures of the indigenous people who have adapted to its 
harsh conditions. The Andes Mountains have provided natural barriers and 
opportunities for trade and migration throughout history, shaping the 
cultures of those who live in their shadow. 

2. The Galápagos Islands are often called a living laboratory of evolution 
because they are home to numerous species found nowhere else on Earth. 
This isolation allowed species to evolve in unique ways, leading to 
adaptations like the Galápagos tortoises' giant shells and the marine 
iguanas' ability to forage underwater. Charles Darwin's observations of 
these species during his voyage on the HMS Beagle played a crucial role in 
the development of his theory of evolution by natural selection. 

3. South America's cultural diversity is evident in its vibrant arts, music, and 
cuisines. For example, the music and dance styles vary from the tango of 
Argentina to the samba of Brazil, each with its own unique rhythms and 
traditions. Cuisine reflects the mix of indigenous ingredients and European 
influences, resulting in dishes like ceviche from Peru and feijoada from Brazil. 
Indigenous artwork often features intricate designs and patterns inspired by 
nature, while European and African influences can be seen in religious 
practices and festivals. 

4. The struggle for independence in South America was driven by several 
factors, including the desire for self-governance, resentment toward 
colonial exploitation, and the influence of Enlightenment ideas. Leaders like 
Simón Bolívar and José de San Martín played pivotal roles in organizing 
armies and leading battles against Spanish rule. Ultimately, many South 
American nations achieved independence from colonial powers, 
establishing their own governments and asserting their sovereignty. 

 

 

 

 


