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Southern Struggles 
Open-Ended Response Questions 
1. If you were a freed African American in the South after the Civil War, what 

would be the biggest challenge you might face? 

 

2. How do you think plantation owners felt about the end of slavery? What other 
ways could they have adjusted? 

 

3. Do you think the U.S. government did enough to help the South rebuild? Why 
or why not? 

 

4. How do you think the South’s struggles after the war affected the future of the 
United States? 

 

 


