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The Space Race: A Journey to the Stars 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The Space Race was driven by national pride and ideological 
competition between the United States and the Soviet Union 
during the Cold War. Both nations sought to showcase their 
technological and military capabilities on a global stage to 
demonstrate the superiority of their respective political and 
economic systems. This rivalry was fueled by fears of falling 
behind in the race for military dominance and the prestige 
associated with space exploration. 

2. Witnessing the moon landing of Apollo 11 was an awe-inspiring 
moment for humanity. It represented a triumph of human 
ingenuity and determination, transcending political boundaries. 
The emotions ranged from excitement and wonder to a sense of 
unity and hope for the future, as it showcased what humankind 
could achieve when working together. 

3. The lasting legacy of the Space Race is evident in the continued 
exploration of space by various nations and private entities. It 
has led to the development of advanced technology, including 
satellite communications, GPS, and space telescopes like 
Hubble. Moreover, it paved the way for international 
cooperation in space exploration, as seen in joint missions to the 
International Space Station (ISS). 

4. The achievements of the United States and the Soviet Union in 
the Space Race were remarkable and shaped the course of 
space exploration. While the United States achieved the historic 
moon landing with Apollo 11, the Soviet Union made significant 
contributions with the first artificial satellite (Sputnik 1) and the first 
human in space (Yuri Gagarin). Both nations played pivotal roles 
in advancing space science and technology. 

 

 


