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Special Teams Heroes: Unveiling American Football's Special Teams 
Positions 
Short Answer Key 

1. Kick returners are responsible for returning kickoffs from the 

opposing team. They need speed, agility, and vision to navigate 

through the kicking team's coverage and gain yards for their 

offense. 

2. Essential qualities for a placekicker include accuracy in kicking 

field goals and extra points, leg strength for distance, and 

composure under pressure. 

3. Accurate snaps by a long snapper are crucial for the success of 

special teams plays. A precise snap ensures a smooth operation 

for field goals, extra points, and punts, allowing the kicker or 

punter to do their job effectively. 

4. Gunners contribute to the special teams' efforts by excelling at 

tackling returners, preventing them from gaining too many yards 

during punts and kickoffs. They sprint down the field and use their 

speed and agility to make tackles. 

5. Teamwork is crucial for special teams players as they must work 

together cohesively to execute plays successfully. Whether it's a 

field goal attempt, punt, or kickoff return, players must rely on 

each other to achieve their goals. 

 

 

 

 


