
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Special Teams Heroes: Unveiling American Football's Special Teams 
Positions 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Both placekickers and punters are responsible for kicking the football. 

However, placekickers specialize in kicking field goals and extra points 

accurately, requiring precision and composure under pressure. Punters, on 

the other hand, focus on punting the ball as far down the field as possible 

while ensuring hang time to allow the coverage team to tackle the returner. 

Punters prioritize distance and placement in their kicks. 

2. To make a successful return as a punt returner, I would first focus on 

catching the high punt cleanly to avoid fumbling. Then, I would assess the 

coverage team's positioning and look for gaps or seams to exploit. Using 

my agility and vision, I would navigate around tacklers, following blocks set 

up by my teammates. Quick decision-making and the ability to change 

direction are crucial for a successful return. 

3. Teamwork among special teams players is essential for executing plays 

effectively. Players need to coordinate their efforts, communicate during 

plays, and rely on each other to achieve their goals. Effective teamwork 

leads to better coverage on punts and kickoffs, successful field goal 

attempts, and positive returns on kickoffs and punts. 

4. Special teams players can adapt to different game situations by studying 

their opponents' tendencies and making adjustments accordingly. For 

example, they may change their coverage strategy based on the 

opposing team's returner or adjust the timing and angle of a block on a 

field goal attempt. Adaptability allows special teams players to be more 

effective in different situations and contribute to their team's success. 

 

 

 


