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Do Meerkats Form Relationships with Other Species? 
Meerkats are fascinating animals that live in 

the deserts and grasslands of southern Africa. 

They are highly social creatures and form 

strong bonds within their own groups, but do 

they form relationships with other species too? 

Meerkats often have mutualistic relationships, 

where both species benefit. For example, 

meerkats share their burrows with ground 

squirrels. The meerkats provide protection by keeping watch for predators, 

while the squirrels help alert the meerkats to dangers as well. This teamwork 

helps both species stay safe. 

Meerkats also interact with birds called drongos. Drongos often sit near 

meerkats and give alarm calls when predators are nearby. However, 

sometimes drongos trick meerkats by giving false alarm calls to steal food. This 

interaction can be both helpful and harmful, showing how animal relationships 

can be complex. 

There are few cases of parasitism involving meerkats. Parasites like ticks and 

fleas can attach to meerkats, feeding on their blood and causing discomfort 

without offering any benefit in return. 

Commensalism, where one species benefits and the other is unaffected, is 

seen when meerkats dig their burrows. Other animals like beetles and small 

reptiles may use abandoned meerkat tunnels for shelter without harming or 

helping the meerkats. 

These relationships show how meerkats play a unique role in their ecosystem. 

Whether helping other species or being affected by parasites, meerkats are 

important contributors to their habitats. 


