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Does a Squirrel Form Relationships with Other Species? 
Squirrels are mostly independent animals, 
but they do interact with other species in 
ways that can help them survive. While they 
don’t form deep relationships like some 
animals, squirrels do have interactions that 
can fall into different categories, including 
mutualism, commensalism, and even 
parasitism. 

Mutualism is when two species work 
together in a way that benefits both. 
Squirrels have mutualistic relationships with 

certain plants and trees. When squirrels gather nuts like acorns, they bury them 
in the ground to store for the winter. However, they often forget where they 
bury some of them, and these forgotten nuts can grow into new trees. In this 
way, squirrels help plants spread their seeds, while the plants provide food for 
the squirrels. This is a good example of mutualism because both the squirrels 
and the plants benefit from the interaction. 

Squirrels also have a type of relationship called commensalism with some 
animals. In a commensal relationship, one species benefits, and the other is 
not really affected. For example, squirrels may share their nests with birds or 
insects, offering a safe place for these smaller creatures to live. While the 
squirrels do not benefit from this arrangement, the other species find shelter in 
the nests without harming the squirrels. 

In some cases, squirrels may experience parasitism, which is when one species 
benefits at the expense of another. Squirrels are sometimes affected by 
parasites, like fleas and ticks, which feed off their blood. While these parasites 
benefit by getting food, the squirrel’s health can be harmed in the process. 

Despite these relationships, squirrels mostly live on their own, especially when it 
comes to gathering food and raising their young. They do not depend on 
other species for survival but are part of a complex ecosystem where their 
actions can affect the environment around them. Whether they are spreading 
seeds, sharing space, or being hosts to parasites, squirrels play a role in the 
bigger picture of nature’s balance. 
 


