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Summer of Stars 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The author chose to set the story in a small coastal town to 
create a romantic and picturesque backdrop. The setting 
contributes to the romantic atmosphere by evoking the charm 
and serenity of a coastal environment, where the sound of the 
ocean and the beauty of the night sky enhance the romance 
between Lily and Max. 

2. The theme of making wishes on stars adds a magical element to 
the story by giving the characters a sense of hope and destiny. 
Whether or not someone believes in making wishes on stars, it 
symbolizes optimism and the power of dreams. It adds a touch 
of wonder and enchantment to the romance, making it more 
captivating. 

3. Lily's enthusiasm and determination impact Max by inspiring him 
to open up and let go of his secrets. Her positivity and dreams of 
making wishes come true create a safe and inviting space for 
Max to be himself. Her determination to make the most of the 
summer of stars encourages Max to embrace life and change 
for the better. 

4. A memorable scene in the story is the moment when Lily and 
Max stand on the pier, gazing at the stars, and share their wishes 
with each other. It's a touching and romantic moment because 
it symbolizes their connection and vulnerability. They both reveal 
their innermost desires and hopes, creating a deep emotional 
bond between them. This scene stands out because it's a pivotal 
moment in their relationship. 

These answers are provided as suggestions, and students may have 
different interpretations based on their reading of the story. 

 

 


